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Dr RAMSAY HEATLEY TRAQUAIR, M.D., F.R.S., &c. 


THE son of a Perthshire minister, Dr TRAQUAIR was educatec 
in Edinburgh, where he soon displayed a strong bias towards 
the study of Natural History. Having studied medicine in this 
University, he graduated as M.D. in 1862, gaining a gold meda 
for his Thesis on the Asymmetry of the Pleuronectidee. After 
having acted for about four years as Demonstrator of Anatomy 
to the late Professor Goodsir in this University, he was appointec 
Professor of Natural History (including Botany and Zoology) 
in the Royal Agricultural College of Cirencester in 1866, anc 
the following year he obtained the post of Professor of Zoology 
in the Royal College of Science in Dublin. Lastly, in 1873, he 
was appointed Keeper of the Natural History Collections in the 
Edinburgh Museum of Science and Art, a post which he still 
holds. Among other important minor offices he has held are 
that of Swiney Lecturer on Geology, University Examiner in 
Natural History, and Examiner in Zoology and Geology for the 
Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland. While a man 
of very wide general scientific culture, Dr TRAQUAIR has 
chiefly devoted himself to Zoology; and the important root- 
idea of his life’s work has been that Palzontology neither 


falls within the province of Geology, nor forms an inde- 
pendent science, but is simply a part of the all-embracing 
subject of Biology. He has published no fewer than sixty-five 
original papers, dealing chiefly with fossil ichthyology, in various 
scientific journals, elucidating many important points in the 
structure and affinities of palaeozoic fishes, and naming and 
describing some eighty or ninety species hitherto unknown to 
science. In 1876, in recognition of his great services to science, 
the Royal Society of Edinburgh awarded him the Neill Medal, 
and in 1881 he was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
London, This University is justly proud of the great eminence 
attained by one of her worthiest @/umnz, and rejoices now to 


offer him the highest of her degrees. 
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chiefly devoted himself to Zoology; and the important root- 
idea of his life’s work has been that Paleontology neither 
falls within the province of Geology, nor forms an inde- 
pendent science, but is simply a part of the all-embracing 
subject of Biology. He has published no fewer than sixty-five 
original papers, dealing chiefly with fossil ichthyology, in various 
scientific journals, elucidating many important points in the 
structure and affinities of palzeozoic fishes, and naming and 
describing some eighty or ninety species hitherto unknown to 
science, In 1876, in gnition of his great services to science, 
the Royal Society of Edinburgh awarded him the Neill Medal, 
and in 1881 he was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
London. This University is justly proud of the great eminence 
attained by one of her worthiest a/wmnz, and rejoices now to 
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SOME OF THE FIRST MEMBERS OF THE 
PALAZONTOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY. 


1. Prof. Sir JOSEPH PREsTWICH, D.C.L., F.R.S., Memb. of Council (1847). 
2. Prof. JOHN Morris, F.G.S., Hon. Secretary (1847). 
3. F. E. Epwarps, Esq., F.G.S., Memb. of Council (1847). 
4. SEARLES V. Woop, Esq., F.G.S., Treasurer (1847~1884). 
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